Ferguson Academic Seed Fund
Segregation by Design: Conversations for Action and Collected Essays
Proposal Statement: This grant proposal seeks funding to support research that will explicate
and document a collection of conversations on American Apartheid that will result in a
publication. The book of the research team will highlight the role of planning and design in
bringing about segregation and to suggest potential mitigation strategies. These conversations are
the result of a series of gatherings – Segregation by Design, Bring Your Own Idea (BYOI),
funded by the Office of the Provost – that were hosted at Washington University in St. Louis
between June and December 2015. The gatherings were strategically planned to support the
development of curricula for the course “Segregation by Design: A Historical Analysis of the
Impact of Planning and Policy in St. Louis”, funded by The Divided City Initiative (DCI) – A
Mellon Foundation Initiative. Participants in these conversations included not only faculty and
administration from several of the schools at Washington University, but from most of the
higher-education institutions in the region – such as Harris-Stowe University, St. Louis
University, UMSL, SIUE, and Lindenwood University. Simultaneously, the conversations
involved key stakeholders from governmental institutions (City of Ferguson, City of Berkeley,
and East-West Gateway) and non-profit organizations (Beloved Streets of America, the Missouri
Historical Society and the Creative Exchange Lab). As a result of the unique mix of participants,
the conversations were exceptional. While the transcripts can stand on their own merit as a
powerful resource tool for area researchers on segregation, in order to become publishable, the
conversations need to be curated. We intend to conduct additional research that will assist in the
editing and annotating of the conversations with archival and spatial data. It is for this research
that we are seeking funding.
The working title of our proposed book is Conversations for Action and Collected Essays.
The book will be divided into two major parts: i. reflective essays on race and American
Apartheid by national scholars and activists (Eric Mumford, Kenneth Jolly, Joseph Heathcoth,
Leslie Brown, and Cissy Lacks) and ii. edited and annotated conversations with introductions by
local scholars and non academic actors for each conversation session (Bob Hansman, Jonathan
Smith, Priscilla Dowden, Andrea Boyles, Reynaldo Anderson, Rosalind Williams, Jasmine Aber,
and Sylvester Brown). Photographs from Cissy Lacks will illustrate the cultural divide.
Conversations for Action and Collected Essays is intended to serve both as a call for action
and as a resource for current and future leaders in remedying racial and economic disparities in
our cities. By bringing together and recording these enlightening conversations, we see our book
as a vital tool for achieving sustainable urbanism. By using these conversations as documentation
of the causes and consequences of segregation, the book will be a road map in what needs to be
done to achieve social justice and equality. It will explore the question whether the ultimate goal
should be integration or should it be inclusiveness and equity. It will attempt to look at these
questions both from a historical perspective, while at the same time considering the social,
economic, and environmental dimensions of sustainability. We envision the book as a catalyst in
promoting projects and initiatives in St. Louis, as well as other cities, that will lead to
collaborations between academic and non-academic leaders from different fields.
Objectives: We propose to: i. to curate a series of transdicisplinary round table conversations on
the role of planning and design in enabling segregation by editing the conversations and
providing robust annotations to them (census data, maps, diagrams, references, etc); ii. to invite
the essayists to continue these conversations through a panel at the St. Louis Association of
Community Organizations (SLACO), Regional Neighborhood Conference involving both the
academic and non-academic actors; and iii. to publicize this publication through matching
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funding from the Olin Library that will allow our team to curate an exhibition on Lack’s work
“City Walk… Street Talk”, with quotes from the conversations and selected graphic information.
Intellectual underpinnings: Segregation as a consequence of design has been widely debated by
scholars from architecture and urban studies to environmental policy and planning. Recent
events in Ferguson, Baltimore and Charleston, and New York have demonstrated the urgency of
propelling this debate forward into action. As The New York Times recently noted, “Fifty years
after the creation of the Department of Housing and Urban Development – and nearly that long
after the passage of the Fair Housing Act of 1968 – the fight against the interlinked scourges of
housing discrimination and racial segregation in America is far from finished. Economic
isolation is actually worse across the country, as more and more minority families find
themselves trapped in high-poverty neighborhoods without decent housing, schools or jobs, and
with few avenues to escape.”1 But while most of the actions and policies that have
institutionalized segregation have been amply discussed, this debate has been conducted without
a frank examination of what the ultimate goal of desegregation should be. For too long, scholars
have assumed that integration is the desired objective for all African Americans. Moreover, what
these conversations suggest is that many African Americans seek an urban world characterized
by inclusiveness and diversity rather than integration. That for them the real aim is to achieve a
just and equitable city. As Alan Mallach has observed, “a city cannot be a successful city without
a strong economy, without strong neighborhoods, and without a diverse, productive population
with opportunities to improve their lives. The last, after all, was – and should still be – the
traditional promise of the city.”2 The issue is, therefore, how can this be accomplished? Without
answers to these questions, ill-informed policy decisions are perpetuated which only further
entrenches racial, cultural, physical and socio-economic segregation.
Outcomes: We are currently in conversations with a university press and other publishers to
publish the conversations and collected essays. In addition, we are hoping to publicized the book
through a panel discussion at the 2016 SLACO Conference to be held in St. Louis. The intent of
this session is to continue the conversations initiated in BYOI and documented in our book
proposal with the St. Louis community. Last, we plan an exhibition that will feature Cissy Lack’s
work “City Walk… Street Talk”, which will be accompanied by quotes from the conversations
and other selected graphic information. The exhibition is expected to open by the end of Fall
2017. This exhibition will synthetize the spirit under which this research has been conducted.
Project Timeline:	
  
S15
Su15 F15 S16 Su16
F16 S17 Su17
DCI Segregation by Design Research
BYOI Lunch series
Architecture, Urbanism, and the Humanities: Omnium II (WashU)
DCI. Joseph Heathcott Lecture
SLACO conference panel (HSSU)
Voices & Visions of St Louis panel (GSD)
FASF. Submission of Essays by Authors
Segregation by Design Seminar
FASF Editing of BYOI Conversations.
1 Sulzberger, A. O. J. (2015, September 6) The Architecture of Segregation, The New York Times, pp. 8.
2 Mallach, A. (2012). Rebuilding America's Legacy Cities: New Directions for the Industrial Heartland. New York, NY: Columbia University,
The American Assembly.
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FASF SLACO Panel: Mumford, Jolly, Brown & Lacks
FASF. Book proposal submission to publisher
FASF. Editing of Essays
Exhibition opening
FASF Book submission to publisher
Collaboration: Our book proposal, Conversations for Action and Collected Essays, is the result
of research produced by Freixas and Abbott under two recently awarded academic research
grants. The research conducted not only bridges humanities and architecture through
transdisciplinary coursework, but also is intended to activate both universities’ roles within the
community, building on the service-learning methodology traditional of Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (HBCU). HSSU and its network in the African-American community
has been instrumental in drawing important African-American stakeholders to the BYOI
luncheons and the on-going conversations this fall. The relationship with HSSU is key in
bringing the book proposal to fruition, as well as making the Segregation by Design seminar a
success and using it as a springboard to bring about change in St. Louis. Moreover, the Public
Relations Department at HSSU will be pivotal in ensuring that the book receives adequate
marketing and distribution among St. Louis’ African-American.
On result of the partnership between HSSU and WashU is that it has attracted Joseph
Heathcott – the Mellon Distinguished Fellow in Architecture and the Humanities 2016, to the
project. Last fall, Heathcott presented, “More Menacing than Fire and the Elements: Race,
Neighborhood and Planning in the Twentieth Century” as part of the 2016-2017 Sam Fox lecture
series. In addition, Heathcott joined Freixas in a panel discussion on race and community
relations as part of the concluding keynote session at the 2015 SLACO Regional Neighborhood
Conference held at HSSU.
Funding from FASF will enable the research team to expand the collaboration with key
actors on the topic of segregation. We have invited Eric Mumford, Prof. of Architecture,
Washington University; Kenneth Jolly, Prof. of History, Saginaw Valley State University; Leslie
Brown, Assoc. Prof. of History, William College; and Cissy Lacks, activist and independent
scholar, to contribute to our research efforts because of their previous research on segregation, in
particular issues revolving around St. Louis. Jolly’s book Black Liberation in the Midwest: The
Struggle in St. Louis, Missouri, 1964-1970 addresses the city of St. Louis and the Black
liberation struggle, while Brown is currently working on a book about the black life in the
segregated south. Lacks’ photograph collection “City Walk… Stree Talk” captures images of
cultural and social order, giving a major visual contribution to portrait the reality discussed
throughout the pages of the proposed book.
In addition, the edited conversations will be introduced by local scholars and non-academic
actors that participated in the BYOI gatherings during the summer and fall of 2015. These
commentators include: Robert Hansman, Assoc. Prof. of Architecture, Washington University;
Jonathan Smith, Assist. Prof. of African American Studies and Special Assist. to the President
for Diversity and Community Engagement, St. Louis University; Priscilla Dowden, Assoc. Prof.
of History, University of Missouri-St. Louis; Rosalind Williams, City of Ferguson, Director of
Planning City of Ferguson; Jasmine Aber, Executive Director of the Creative Exchange Lab; and
Sylvester Brown, Executive Director of Sweet Potato Project and former columnist for the St.
Louis Post Dispatch.
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